Try Raised-Bed Gardening

Did you know you could use your
TROY-BILT* tiller to easily create raised beds?
Raised beds have many advantages...you
can double the depth of your topsoil; the soil
stays loose and aerated so plants stay
healthier; and plants are higher up. And

it’s much easier to manage your beds from
year to year with our system of “hilling”

the soil into simple raised beds.

What You'll Need
TROY-BILT® Tiller

Compost or other soil
amendments

Garden stakes

TROY-BILT® hiller/
furrower attachment

Garden rake
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@ Till the soil well and deep.

If you're starting in an established bed, use
your TROY-BILT*tiller to loosen the soil and
break it up into a fine texture. You will need
to make at least two passes to a depth of

6 to 8 inches. Mix in any soil amendments
well and till until the soil is loose, fluffy and
well-aerated.

If you're starting with unbroken ground,
use your tiller to chop up and turn the soil
under. You will start with several passes at a
shallow setting, and work up to the deepest
setting. Go over the ground several times,
loosening the soil and breaking it up into a
fine texture. Remove any remaining clumps
of grass or roots.

@ Plan your garden grid.

First decide what direction you want your
rows to face. For air circulation, you'll want
prevailing breezes to be able to flow through
the rows, rather than across them.

Then decide how wide you’d like your
raised beds to be on top. Sixteen inches
is a good width because it lets you plant
productive wide rows, but still allows you to
reach the center of the rows from the aisles.

Set your garden stakes in pairs, along
opposite edges of the garden. For 16-inch
beds, place your stakes approximately every
42 inches.

QTROV-BILT
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@ STEP 3: Start moving dirt!

Attach your TROY-BILT® hiller/furrower to
your tiller. Set the wings in the highest
position so they can move as much soil as
possible.

Walk with the hiller/furrower from edge
to edge of your garden, stake to stake, in a
straight line. When you get to the opposite
edge, turn around and return along the
same line. (You will go over each line TWICE
before moving to the next line.) As you
move, the hiller/furrower will push dirt up
and away to both sides — leaving an aisle
where you are walking, and creating
mounds of dirt on both sides. These mounds
become your raised beds.

Repeat this process for the number of
rows you have staked out. Once all the beds
have been hilled up, smooth the tops with a
rake. Now you're ready to plant!

@ Get gardening!

In normal conditions, you'll plant on top of
the raised bed. Plant your seeds or seedlings
in a loose pattern that covers the top of the
bed, instead of in straight single rows. (This
“wide-row” technique will yield more plants
and produce in a small area, and is one of
the advantages of raised-bed gardening.)

If you live in a dry area, or expect a dry
season, you might plant in the furrows
between raised beds for shelter from sun
and drying wind.




