The How-to’s of Laying Sod

Whether you're creating a new lawn or
replacing a tired one, laying sod can give you
beautiful results. Learn how to prepare the
ground correctly — with some help from your
TROY-BILT* tiller.

What You'll Need
TROY-BILT® Tiller

Sharp, square-cornered spade
Trowel or large-bladed knife
Roller

Rake

Plywood board

TROY-BILT® edger/trencher
Hose & sprinkler




The How-to’s of Laying Sod

@ Prepare the ground.

If you're starting with bare ground, use your
TROY-BILT*tiller to loosen the soil and
break it up into a fine texture. You will need
to make several passes at a shallow setting.
If you're starting with an old lawn, use
your tiller to chop up and turn under the old
grass. You will start with several passes at a
shallow setting, and work up to the deepest
setting. Go over the ground several times,
loosening the soil and breaking up the old
turf into a fine texture.
Make sure the ground is level and free
of large clumps of dirt and rocks. Water the
ground until it is just moist — do not soak
or you'll create mud.

@ Place the sod and

cut it to fit.

**To protect the new sod, always stand or kneel on
a plywood board instead of directly on the grass.

Lay out your strips of sod to cover the area.
Start at the outer edges and work your way
in to the center, always placing full strips
along the perimeter and cut strips in the
center. (Narrow strips will dry too fast if
placed along the edge.)

Fit the pieces of sod closely together,
but do not stretch the strips or overlap the
ends. When you need to cut pieces to fit,
use the square spade, trowel or knife to
make a straight, clean edge.
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The How-to's of Laying Sod

@ Tamp down the sod.

To ensure that the roots of the new sod
make good contact with the soil, you will
have to tamp down the sod. The best way
to do this is with a water-filled roller.

This will also eliminate any air pockets
and level out uneven areas.

@ Create a clean edge.

Use your TROY-BILT® edger/trencher to cut

a nice clean edge around garden beds, trees,

sidewalks and driveways. To avoid disturb-
ing the newly laid sod more than necessary,
make sure your edger blade is sharp and
move slowly. Walk on the un-sodded areas
as much as possible.

@ Add finishing touches.

You can fill the joints between pieces of sod
with fine soil. Rake this soil into the cracks,
being careful not to damage the new sod.

Water.

The roots of new sod are very shallow, so
proper watering is important.

You should water the entire area within
an hour of laying the sod. Then water
daily for the first ten days to two weeks.
After that, water every three days or so —
depending on the weather — for another
week or two. At that point the sod should
be well established and the area can be put
on your regular watering schedule.
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