
Create a Tranquil Garden Pond

A small pond can transform your garden into
a peaceful oasis. And it’s easier than you
think! With a little planning and a little help
from your TROY-BILT®  tiller, you can create 
a new pond this weekend.

What You’ll Need
Rigid pond liner
TROY-BILT® Tiller
Shovels
Wheelbarrow
Carpenter’s level
Rocks or flagstone
Pump, filter, etc. (optional)
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Choose the right spot.

There are many factors to consider when
choosing a location for your pond. The first 
is sunlight. You’ll want your pond area to 
get at least 4 hours of good sunlight each
day in order for both your water plants and
surrounding plants to thrive. Tree roots and
decaying leaves can also cause problems 
in your pond. 

Of course you’ll want to choose a location
where you and your family can easily enjoy
the pond. It should probably be visible from
the patio or deck. If you’re planning to install
a fountain, you’ll want the pond to be close
enough so that you can hear the peaceful
rippling of the water. 
**Once you think you’ve found the right spot, contact 
your local public utilities company to find out the location 
of underground cables and pipes.

Choose a pond liner.

Prefabricated rigid pond liners are available
in several shapes and sizes. Choose one 
that fits your location, and also your style. 
An irregularly shaped liner with curved
edges will give you a more casual, natural
look. For a more formal setting, choose 
a symmetrical, geometric shape like a 
rectangle or a perfect circle.

Liners also come in various levels of 
quality and cost. Choose the best that 
you can comfortably afford, as the more
expensive liners will better resist cracking,
punctures and damage from ultraviolet light.

Start digging!

Your TROY-BILT®  tiller can really help 
with this step. Use your tiller to loosen the
ground, starting with several passes at a
shallow setting, and working up to the
deepest setting. Once you’ve tilled the soil 
as deep as possible, shovel the dirt out of
the hole. (Keep the dirt piled nearby, as
you’ll need it for backfill.)

Repeat this tilling/digging process until
the hole is deep enough for your liner — 
generally 18, 24 or 36 inches. If you have 
to return dirt to the hole, tamp it down 
well so that the weight of the water won’t
cause the liner to sink below the surface 
of the surrounding ground.

Finally, remove any sharp rocks or tree
roots that could puncture your liner.
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Place the liner and backfill.

Check that the hole is correct by placing the
liner in it and checking that the bottom is
level. Also check that the top edges are at
the right height — we suggest using a long,
straight board to check that the liner edges
are even with the ground.

Once the liner is placed correctly in the
hole, place several large, round rocks — or 
a bag of sand — in it to keep it securely in
place. Then use the loose dirt that you
removed from the hole to backfill around 
the liner. Tamp the ground well to prevent
uneven settling. 

You will probably want to add a border 
of rocks or stepping-stones around your
pond. If you decide to plant grass instead,
you should wait until you are finished filling
and stocking your pond to avoid unnecessary
traffic on the new grass seed.

Fill your pond with water.

Remove the rocks and sweep or vacuum all
loose dirt from the liner. Then slowly fill it
with water to within a few inches of the top.

At this point, you can install a pump, 
filter and/or waterfall, if desired. (Follow
manufacturer’s instructions.) A pump is 
an important consideration, as it will add
oxygen to the water for plants and fish.

Bring it to life!

Let your new pond set for a few days 
before adding plants or fish. This will allow 
chlorine and other harmful chemicals to
evaporate from the water.

When you choose your plants, you should
look for a balance of floating and submerged
plants, as well as one or two “marginal”
plants that will grow along the edge of your
pond or on a shallow shelf. Keep your plants
in plastic pots so that you can move and
repot them easily.

You should also plan to add fish and
water snails for interest — and to help keep
things like algae and insects under 
control! (A good formula is two 
fish and one dozen water snails 
for every square yard of pond 
surface area.)
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